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wounded him. In order to escape from the fury of
this wretch, the Father jumped upon a large cake of
ice which was floating on the water. The Toolmaker
sprang upon it after him, and knocked him down
with two strokes of the hatchet, which he dealt him
on the head. Then, after having thrown his body
under the very cake of ice upon which the Father
had taken refuge, he returned to the fort, where the
five others soon after arrived. This is what the
unfortunate man himself avowed while they kept
him in irons.

They had resolved to guard him in this way until
the arrival of the first vessels, upon which they were
to embark; but, before assistance could come, the
English attacked the fort. Those who were guarding
it had taken the precaution of keeping all their cannon
and guns loaded, and therefore they were in condition
to pour a furious discharge upon the enemy when
these endeavored to make their approaches. This
heavy fire, which killed and wounded many of the
latter's men, caused them to believe that there were
many soldiers in the fort. For this reason they
retreated, but with the resolution to return very soon
with a much greater force. They indeed did come
back, and were prepared to attack the place in due
form. The five Frenchmen who were guarding it,
seeing themselves in no condition to resist, escaped
at night by an embrasure, and reached the woods,
having left the Toolmaker as he was, alone and bound.
We have not heard what the English did to him or
what he said to them. But of the five persons who
left the fort three died on the way, and only two
arrived, after many hardships, at Mont-Réal. From
them was learned all that I have just related.



